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The role of PD-1 and PD-L1 in patients with coronary artery disease
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The immune system is involved in coronary artery disease, but the role of
immune checkpoint proteins, Programmed death-1 (PD-1) and Programmed death-ligand 1 (PD-L1), that
regulate these mechanisms in coronary artery disease is unknown. In this study, we investigated the
involvement of PD-1 and PD-L1 in coronary artery disease.

Patients with acute coronary syndrome had higher levels of serum PD-L1 than those with chronic
coronary syndrome. In addition, patients with coronary artery disease who had higher levels of
sPD-L1 had a higher incidence of cardiovascular events than those with lower levels of sPD-L1.

These results suggest that PD-1 and PD-L1 can be novel markers and prognostic factors in patients

with coronary artery disease.
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