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Targeting integrins as a novel mechanism for progression of glomerulosclerosis
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In the human glomeruli, galectin-8 was expressed slightly in podocytes, and
RNA sequencing revealed that it is galectin-8 isoform a.
Additionally, immunofluorescence for galectin-8 unveiled that galectin-8 was strongly expressed not
only in IgA nephropathy but also in minimal change disease, focal segmental glomerulosclerosis,
membranous nephropathy, diabetic nephropathy, benign nephrosclerosis, and lupus nephritis, with
glomerular podocytes and partially in vascular endothelial cells. These findings suggested that the

increased expression of galectin-8 in podocytes is observed in situations where proteinuria occurs,
rather than being a disease-specific phenomenon.
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