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Roles of CD226 in the pathogenesis of systemic lupus erythematosus
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This study aimed to reveal the involvement of CD226 in the pathogenesis of
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) by assessing the relationship between CD226-expressing B cells or
soluble CD226 and the disease activity, clinical manifestations, and prognosis of SLE. We
demonstrated that the proportion of CD226+ B cells increased in SLE patients and could be associated
with disease activity and prognosis. We also showed that serum soluble CD226 levels were elevated
in active SLE patients and were associated with disease activity and flares. Thus, CD226+ B cells
and soluble CD226 may be useful biomarkers for SLE, and its monitoring allows for more precise SLE
management.
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