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Basic research of circulating tumor cells in head and neck cancer
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In head and neck cancer, CTC and CTM could be detected using microfluidic
chips. The surface antigen markers were diverse, and it was confirmed that CTC and CTM contain tumor
cells of various characteristics, just as there is heterogeneity in tumor cells in primary tumors.
Although the surface antigen markers of CTM may provide clues to identify more malignant CTC, these
markers account for only a few percent of all CTC, and it is necessary to collect CTC from a large

number of patients and examine the surface antigens of CTM.
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