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We have shown that CD271 (nerve growth factor receptor) is essential for
tumorigenesis in hypopharyngeal carcinoma, and that CD271-positive cancer cells form a heterogeneous
tumor tissue produce both CD271-negative and positive cancer cells. Therefore, if the function of
CD271 can be inhibited, it may be possible to reduce the size of the entire tumor. Our studies

revealed: 1. therapeutic antibodies targeting CD271-positive cells caused a reduction of overall
tumor volume; 2. molecular X is required for CD271 signaling
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