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Developing a novel mouse model for congenital lymphedema by surgical procedure
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Development of proper animal models is necessary for improving the
therapeutics for lymphedema. In this study, a novel mouse fetal model for congenital systemic
lymphedema was developed. By taking out the embryos aged 13 days of gestation and leaving them
within the maternal abdomen for a few days, systemic lymphedema was induced in about 70 % of them.
The severity of edema was pronounced in Twist2-/- mice. Congestion of placenta seemed to be involved

in the pathogenesis of this model.
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