2019 2023

Necessity of prosthetic treatment of second molars for unilateral molar free end
defects from the viewpoint of mastication predominance
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Persistence of excessive mastication predominance is considered to be one of
the factors of tooth fracture and jaw dysfunction. It was found that the patients with unilateral
molar defects have mastication predominance more frequently than healthy subjects, and that
prosthetic treatment for the patients with unilateral molar defects improves masticatory deviation.
However, evidence of the necessity of prosthetic treatment to the second molar is lacking.
Therefore, the present study focused on the effect of occlusal support up to the second molar on
mastication predominance in the patients with unilateral molar free edge defects. The data of 45
subjects with unilateral molar defects who had undergone prosthetic treatment as well as those who
had lost occlusal support of the second molar on only one side were compared, suggesting that there
may be the tendency to be influenced more by the habitual mastication side than by differences in
the number of occlusal supports.
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