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An Empirical Study to Evaluate the Impact of the Designated Cancer Care Hospital
System on the Equalization of Cancer Care

Okawa, Sumiyo
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This study revealed that the designated cancer care hospital (DCCH) system
has contributed to the equalization of medical care in Japan.
The 3-year survival probability of cancer patients who underwent surgery at the national and Osaka
prefecture DCCHs were 7.8% and 5.4% higher, respectively, than those at non-DCCHs. The disparity in
the 3-year survival probability of surgically-treated patients among national and prefectural DCCHs
decreased after the introduction of the DCCH system (2007-2009, 2010-2012) compared to before the
introduction of the system (2004-2006). The DCCH system sets an annual surgical volume requirement,
and our analysis of the association between the annual surgical volume and the 3-year survival
probability of patients at the DCCHs showed the join point at 200-249 surgeries per year, based on
which we considered this requirement appropriate.
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