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This study aimed to determine the extent of the collaboration between the

Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC) and midwives in genetic studies conducted by the ABCC, as
well as midwives’ activities related to pregnant women, postpartum mothers, newborns, and their
families. The ABCC scientists and midwives were in daily contact and discussed the purpose and
content of the genetic studies. Even during the Occupation, midwives made recommendations as equals
to the ABCC scientists and communicated the feelings of the mothers and families being investigated.
Results suggest that midwives’ birth reports were essential to the genetic studies and that the
ABCC scientists tried to create a system that made it easy for midwives to express their opinions.
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