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One of the main results of this research is that it clarified the extent
of the influence of the agrarian party in the process of building the welfare state in Finland. In
research on the Nordic model of welfare states, with Sweden at the forefront, many studies have
focused on the role of social democratic parties that mobilized the power of labor forces, but in
Finland, the agrarian party, had a strong influence. The National Pension Act of 1937 was enacted
and the National Pension Institute (Kela), which was established to implement the act, subsequently
multiplied its role and became a major actor of social policy.

The country®s pension system, health insurance system, and unemployment insurance system have seen
a dual development of two systems: a flat-rate benefit system covering everyone across the country
and a quasi-corporatist income-proportional system. Bismarckian-style social security was weaker,
instead a Beveridge-style system embedded in its foundations in Finland.
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