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Clarifying realization process of multi-ethnic society in Africa: Focusing on
discretions of traditional authorities in the local administration
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This study clarifies factors of realization of multi-ethnic societies by
focusing on traditional authorities in Northwestern Zambia after the colonial period. The study aims
to explore the structure of local governance to contribute to realization of co-existence
societies. The chiefs who are traditional authorities have the power of local administration in the
Kaonde society. And the prejudices of local chiefs may have also affected community development.
During the colonial period, the government created the positions and roles of chiefs. The study
demonstrates that the chiefs who understood the circumstances of their own territories well played
important roles in the local governance. It is important to consider the contexts of the area which
are not put in the legal system such as the relationships between the chiefs and residents, the
characters of chiefs, when we consider the local governance in Africa.
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