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This study elucidates the meaning of the widely used concept of "
communautarisme™ in France, as well as the intentions and contexts in which it is employed."”
Communautarisme" refers to a critical notion that points to real or imagined phenomena where ethnic
groups, based on cultural practices such as region of origin or religion, behave in a closed manner
and claim special rights without accepting the principles of the Republic, such as equality and
secularism. In other words, it is a concept used by the majority to criticize minorities, and it has

strong political connotations. To analyze the use of this concept, the study compares discourses
about Muslims, who have often been criticized for embodying "communautarisme,”™ with discourses about
Jews, who share unique cultural practices but are not criticized as communautarist. This comparison
highlights the differences in the use of the concept of "communautarisme™ between these two
communities.
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