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This study clarified how top-ranking rural academic public high schools
teachers” actions aimed at increasing the number of students entering prestigious universities
located in urban areas was institutionalized in the 1990s through a case study of public high
schools in the Tohoku Region of Japan. In the 1990s, the number of students entering higher
education institutions increased, and the local education boards in rural areas focused on the
academic performance of their high school students. The local education boards assisted the
teachers’ actions as well. However, in the 2010s, they mainly focused on decreasing the population
of the younger generation living in the prefecture and implemented a policy to let them stay in
their hometown. Partly as a result of this policy, the teachers’ actions have been
deinstitutionalized since around 2010.
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