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Role of the Queen and the court ladies in Maintaining and Developing the Modern
Thai Monarchy
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This study identified two main_roles played by the queen and her court
ladies in establishing the authority of the previous king of Thailand, Bhumibol Adulyadej.(1) For
strategy related to depiction by the media, the queen has been the focus in media after royal visits

to foreign countries carried out since the 1960s. In addition, the queen®s independent provincial
visits increased from the 1980s, and on provincial visits with the King, the queen also carried out
activities on her own, reinforcing the notion of her role as "Mother of the country."(2) Among her
personal network, visits to the palace by young court ladies who the queen directly recruited were
found to have started from the mid-1970s. Compared to past court ladies, larger numbers of these
young women end up marrying the sons of prominent families such as new financial conglomerates and
top military officials, and they tend to be reappointed to the court after marriage as well.
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