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A Case Study of Changing Social Structure and Cultural Transmission of Folk
Performing Arts in Japan
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In this study I examined how local people carry on their folk performing
arts in the face of declining birthrate and aging population in contemporary Japan. | conducted my
field research in Takamori town, Kumamoto prefecture. The town is famous for the folk performing art

called as "Niwaka,™ which has recently been registered as a cultural property. My research
suggested that local people were trying to maintain and recreate Niwaka practice through their
participations free from the conventional role structure while the number of young actors was
decreasing.
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