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A Historical Study on the Biology Education of American High School in the Early
20th Century
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Changes in the aims, obﬂectives, contents of learning, and teaching
approaches in American high school biology from the late 19th century to the early 20th century were
examined in this study. Typical textbooks and publications of those days, as well as literature
concerning historical research of American science education, were used for the analysis. The
following points of view which characterize each term were identified: a change in learning
objectives from preparation for more advanced learning to preparation for life; an increase in
content related to the human body and daily life; a change from inductive anatomical experimentation
to deductive demonstrative experimentation. These changes were interpreted to have been influenced
by such factors as development of public health, the spread of eugenic thought, reports and
recommendations from academic societies, relationships between high schools and universities,
students® needs, among others.
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