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Survey on preventive measures against noise-induced hearing loss in Japanese
companies
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In Japan, "Governmental guideline for the prevention of noise-induced
disorders" recommends both the risk assessment based on working environment measurements and the
health management based on audiometric tests of workers. Among various hazard-specific health
examinations, the audiometry reveals the largest number of abnormal cases; and the number of claims
on work-related hearing loss has not been decreased. The aforementioned guideline has not been
revised for 27 years and may not reflects the current situation of noise exposure at workplaces.
This survey found that the majority of the sampled workplaces implemented some measures in
accordance with the guideline; however, they are mostly focused on hearing protection of the exposed

workers.
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