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Characteristics of second language phonology in natural conversations
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second language phonology

This study investigated the phonetic phenomena in English speech by native
Japanese speakers learning it as a second language. By recording and analyzing the free

conversations of both early learners (acquired during early childhood) and late learners (acquired
after puberty) who are native Japanese speakers, the study examined the acoustic properties of
specific discourse markers in an environment where both languages could be used and switched freely.
Additionally, several experiments were conducted to examine how the Japanese mora, a unit of

rhythm, affects the perception of non-native phonemes, focusing on the phenomena of vowel epenthesis
and the perception of vowel length.
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