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A theoretical and empirical study of the effect of knowledge of a foreign
language on meta-linguistic awareness with respect to one"s mother tongue

Otsu, Yukio
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In this study, a cognitive model was first constructed to capture
knowledge of mother tongue, knowledge of foreign languages, meta-linguistic awareness related to
mother tongue and meta-linguistic awareness related to foreign languages in a single framework. When

we were to test the adequacy of the model, COVID-19 spread, and we were forced to conduct a
reduced-scale survey instead of a large-scale school-based survey which had been originally planned.
It was suggested that the knowledge acquired in learning a foreign language may positively
influence the development of meta-linguistic awareness related to mother tongue.
It should also be noted that efforts were made to clarify the social significance of the results
of this study through regular meetings and exchanges of views with groups of teachers in primary,
jJunior high and senior high schools.
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