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This project explained whether and how vote buying occurred in external
voting focusing on the case of Mexican immigrants in the US and combining the methods of survey
experiments and interviews. Specifically, we conducted a list experiment using an online survey
targeting Mexican immigrants in the US in the context of the 2018 presidential elections of Mexico.
We found that approximately 32 percent of the respondents experienced vote-buying. Furthermore, this

experimental analysis was complemented by qualitative interviews for retuned immigrants and migrant
families in Puebla, Mexico as well as the leaders of Mexican immigrant organizations in Chicago,
Los Angeles, and New York. As a result, we verified the causal mechanism by which buying vote across
borders occurred in external voting: political parties or candidates attempted to buy the
expatriates’ votes, expecting they influence voting decisions of their families in Mexico through a
dense cross-border networks.
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