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For adult native speakers, learning sign language as a second language is
not easy. The linguistic aptitude for sign language (specific abilities that are thought to predict
success in language learning) is assumed to be based on factors such as the ability for linguistic
analysis, phonological ability, memory, and working memory as with spoken language, but aspects of
M2L2 that use modalities different from those of spoken languages are attracting attention. In this
study, as in the findings of previous studies, it was shown that it is difficult for L2 Japanese
sign language learners to make precise phonological judgements of sign language. Further, in the
early stages of learning, individual differences such as difficulties in perceptual motor
coordination, articulation speed, and visual space and mental rotation in sign language were
observed, and these were thought to be influenced by phonological ability.
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