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Relationship between "Taste" Stimulation and Voluntary Swallowing Function:
Verification of a Feeding Approach

Uchiyama, Mieko
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This study examines whether there is a difference in "swallowing®™ with and
without the sense of "deliciousness.” From the validation work we have carried out so far, we
identified the possibility of quantifying "deliciousness® using biological reactions. We also
attempted to formulate a sample that would serve as a "taste” stimulus and quantify the voluntary
swallowing function. The initially planned evaluation using an atmospheric pressure sensor in the
pharyngeal cavity was replaced by a less invasive method of image analysis around the laryngeal
ridge, which was then verified. As a result, it was confirmed that there were changes in swallowing
speed depending on the taste differences. The results of this project can be used as basic data for
taste stimulation to support feeding.
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