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900,000
o i i Eisai' s (1141-1215) Kissayoﬂoki_ is the oldest book_
specialized in tea in Japan, and scholars have discussed how it was based on esoteric Buddhist

thought. A connection to esoteric star offerings can be seen in the Kissayojoki' s discussion of

ritual offerings of tea to Ten . For this reason, in order to clearly understand medieval Japanese
_tea culture, it is necessary to investigate its connection to esoteric ritual. This study takes as
its main source the Shomyoji shogyo —which contains descriptions of esoteric star

offerings—in order to confirm the reception status of Tang-dynasty thought and culture in medieval
Japanese esoteric Buddhist monasteries, and to propose the possibility that the terminus ante quem
for rituals using tea in Chinese Buddhist esoteric star offerings is the Middle Tang period.
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