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Realism for the documentation and denunciation: the rhetoric of the definitive
edition of Manzoni®s "The Betrothed"
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The purpose of this study was to analyze the realistic representation of The

Betrothed (I promessi sposi), the masterpiece of Alessandro Manzoni, one of the leading literary
figures of modern Italian literature, with particular attention to the important changes in the
revision from the first to the definitive edition: (a) the addition of the small work "Storia della
colonna infame" and (b) the introduction of illustrations at the author®s direction. The Betrothed
is an important work in that, although it is a historical novel, it can be considered to have
achieved "realism” before the French realist novel, but the realism of the novel is not merely an
aesthetic requirement, but is also required by the intention to record and accuse social injustice
and by educational considerations for the reader.
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