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The aim of this study was to develop a database for sharing teaching
materials in order to maximise the potential language resources of assistant language teachers
(ALTs) when teaching foreign languages in elementary schools.

The results showed that the majority of ALTs, who have previously been portrayed as English-only
resources, are in fact users of languages other than English and Japanese, and that many ALTs are
willing to introduce a greater degree of multi(pluri)lingualism into elementary school foreign
language teaching.

Having ascertained that elementary school foreign language classrooms are in fact multilingual
environments, teaching materials together were developed with the suEport of active teachers and
ALTs. Bilingual Japanese/English lesson plans and materials for teachers were prepared and made
available on an internet database.
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