2019 2021

17
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Through the materials of two clergy, Michael Staﬁpert and Anton Praetorius,
who described the witch trials, this study researches the extent to which the clergy in this time
had legal expertise. They seem to have made little use of their criminal legal expertise, at least
in their criticism of the witch trials. This does not immediately indicate jurisprudential ignorance
on the part of the clergy in this time, as in the case of Adam Tanner and Friedrich Spee, who
criticized the witch trials with jurisprudential arguments. However, the study does provide some
suggestion of the level of jurisprudential knowledge of the clergy in the early modern Europe.
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