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The Impact of Farmers Leaving Agriculture on the Sustainability of Local
Communities
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In this study, we aimed to examine the impact of farmers® leaving
agriculture on the sustainability of agricultural mountain villages through their personal life
histories. In the surveyed area of Monbetsu City, Hokkaido, the viability of dairy farming
succession emerged as a crucial consideration for rural sustainability. However, the fieldwork
conducted in this study revealed a positive aspect of farmers leaving agriculture, as it unveiled
the lifestyle of elderly individuals who actively chose to transition away from farming and
portrayed their affirmation of the decision.
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