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Elucidation of the similarity between "social pain” and "physical pain”
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This study aimed to compare the psychological and neural processes occurring
when people experience social exclusion and when they experience physical pain. Participants
verbally reported negative emotions both after being excluded from the group and experiencing
physical pain. However, their brain activity in response to social exclusion was not consistent with
previous findings (No activation in the dorsal anterior cingulate and the anterior insula).
Therefore, we conducted a modified version of the experiment to correctly examine the similarity of
neural representations both of social pain and physical pain.
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