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Crossmodal correspondences involving tastes

Motoki, Kosuke
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Using psychological experiments and neurophysiological techniques,
crossmodal correspondences involving tastes have been investigated. Crossmodal correspondences have
been defined as tendency for a feature attribute, dimension, or stimulus in on sensory modality,
either physically present or merely imagined, to be matched (or associated) with a feature
attribute, dimension, or stimulus in another modality (Spence & Sathian, 2020 p. 239).

The present research revealed crossmodal correspondences between audiovisual features and basic
tastes. Specifically, our findings demonstrated shape-taste correspondences as well as speech
sounds-taste correspondences. For example, participants tend to associate (1) round shapes,
voiceless consonants, and fricative consonants with sweet tastes and (2) angular shapes, voiced
consonants, and stop consonants with bitter tastes.
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