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WFZeR RO EE (3530) @ As the Manchus extended their rule over China and built up the
Manchu empire (Daicing gurun), a Eurasian empire, in FEast Asia, they reprocessed various
forms of traditional culture in the regions they occupied and used them as instruments
of state rule. In the case of the theatre, ritual elements were added to elements
associated with entertainment, and it came to be promoted both inside and outside China
as a new form of ritual music, differing from the classical ritual music of Confucianism.
This was the court theatre of the Qing, and it differed in character from the folk plays,
with their strong tinges of religious rites, that were performed in provincial cities
and throughout the countryside.
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