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IR R OMEE (3£30) : Recent studies of autotaxin deficient-mice revealed critical roles of
autotaxin in blood vessel formation in mice, although the precise effect of autotaxin has
been still elsive. In this study we utilized zebrafish to study the physiological roles of
autotaxin in vasculogenesis. Significant lysoPLD activity was observed in the zebrafish
homologue of autotaxin. We further suppressed the functions of autotaxin in zebrafish
embryos by injecting antisense morpholino against autotaxin, and clarified that autotaxin
has important roles in the blood vessel formation in zebrafish.
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