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RS OB TR (3230) :”A new era of academic achievements” has started internationally in
2000 when PISA was introduced and nationally in 2007 when the national test began to
take place. In this research project, the characteristics, impacts and problems of policies on
academic standards both in and out of Japan were explored sociologically. Whilst in all
eight countries neo-liberal policies are prevailing in the field of education, policies targeting
to close the gap of various kinds are also positively implemented. Contrary to that,
priorities on those policies are heavily biased in Japan regionally depending on how good
the results of the national tests have been.
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