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WFZERC RO (33L) : The purpose of this research project shed new light on the prewar
Japan—Australia economic relationship and on the development of Japanese trading
companies operating in prewar Australia. The large number of documents confiscated from
Japanese trading companies by the Australian government at the start of the Pacific War
are held in Sydney office of the National Archives of Australia. We found out a lot of
important documents about Japanese trading companies in prewar Australia held in the
National Archives’ collection. Based on the research of these documents and other sources,
The Historical Study of Prewar Japan-Australia Trade & The Case of F. Kanematsu Trading
Company and Mitsui Bussan was published by Masatoshi Amano. After the Research Forum
Arising from the Grant—in Aid for Scientific Research Project on 19 February 2012, the
Research-results Report: Socio—Fconomic History of the Japan—Australia Trade in the
Prewar Period: A Study Based on the Records Seized by the Controller of Enemy Property
of Australia was drawn up by the office of Masatoshi Amano at Kobe University.
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