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WFFERE SR OMEEE  (Z3C) @ Lung fibrosis following ARDS has high morbidity and mortality.
We thought that investigation on the mechanism on lung fibrosis and key molecules causing
fibrosis should be of benefit to ARDS treatments. Giving bleomycin continuously using
an osmotic pump implanted subcutaneously, we crated pulmonary fibrosis on rats. Eight
days after the administration of bleomycin when lung fibrosis occurs, rats were given
keratinocyte growth factor (KGF) expressing adenovirus vector intratracheally. The
treatment group expressed attenuated pulmonary fibrosis, oxygenation impairment, and
mortality. Transforming growth factor (TGF)-beta that increased in lungs after the
administration of bleomycin was reduced with KGF vector administration, which suggested
the importance of TNF-beta on pulmonary fibrosis. These observations suggested the lung
protective effects of epithelial growth factor on ARDS.
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