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This research focuses on attendance problems of school pupils. By conducting the
fieldworks targeting primary schools in Finland (equivalent to primary and junior—high
schools in Japan), the realities of attendance problems, the practices of and challenges
in helping those pupils with attendance problems and their families in Finland have been
studied in comparison with Japanese current situations of attendance problems. In four
years of this research it is clarified that school social workers in Finnish schools play
the essential role in coping with various patterns of problems of pupils and their families
by coordinating adequate support at early stage.
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