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A survey on Traditional Architectures of Shanxi Merchants’
Courtyard Houses Seen from Composition of Architectural Space
and Ethnic Arts

YAMANOUCHI MAKOTO

According to our survey on the spatial characteristics of Shanxi
merchants’ courtyard houses, it turns out that the spatial composition and drainage system
inside the courtyard houses follow the traditional spatial hierarchy. But the gathering
principles of courtyard houses are not common. Additionally, it turns out that the
metaphorical meaning of engravings was arranged in accordance with user and usage of
the architectural space, and also that there are less kinds of shrines inside Wang Clan’s
Courtyard Houses in comparison with surrounding settlements.

2008 3,700,000 1,110,000 4,810,000
2009 3,200,000 960,000 4,160,000
2010 1,700,000 510,000 2,210,000

8,600,000 2,580,000 11,180,000
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