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WFZe s S OMEEE (J53) : An immunodiagnosis using urine samples (urine ELISA) has been found
effective in finding out filaria—infected individuals in very low endemic areas. The
method will be useful to confirm elimination of filariasis or detect its resurgence. A
new urine-based, visual diagnosis (beads method) has also been developed. It can replace
urine ELISA in areas where sophisticated equipment is not available. A LAMP method to
detect filarial DNA in mosquito vectors has been developed. These new methods will help
discover “hidden” endemic foci, and thus contribute greatly in the final stage of the
elimination program.
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