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This study clarified processes of changes in rural people’s strategy for food security and
agricultural technics for rice cultivation under a rapid expansion of paddy area in
Northeast Thailand during 20th century: (1) Rain fed rice cultivation area was
increased, while construction of traditional irrigation weirs was promoted by the
government and people from areas where people have been practicing weir irrigation
for more than hundred years. (2) Expansion of paddy area did not bring deterioration
of environment for rice cultivation. (3) Rural people depended on various food
resources other than paddy rice until paddy area expansion.
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