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TR OME (3530) : In postwar Japan, there emerged a new range of the readers
‘Shonen-Shojo’ (boys and girls). They were regarded as the target audience of “The World’s
Classics” divided according to language and country or region. The purpose of reading such
a translated series was to contribute to the cultural education (“Kyoyo” in Japanese) and to
build the basis of democratic society in postwar Japan. There occasionally appeared
instructors to guide young readers how to read. The existence of several series especially
for girls meant that the female readers were more in need of cultural education in
comparison with male readers. Moreover, these translated works were, In a sense, a
springboard for the coming wave of contemporary children’s literature in the period of high
economic growth of Japan.
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