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W R OB (J3T) : This research aims to illustrate the inter-relationship among the
multi-lingual dictionaries produced in the "Grand-Voyage Era", mainly by Jesuits in the
late 16th to the early 17th centuries, with special foci on the dictionaries of Japanese. This
research is based on the database of the contemporary (of the Grand-Voyage Era)
multi-lingual dictionaries Aside from the major progress in the amelioration of the
database of this multi-lingual dictionaries, the research into the earlier part of the Jesuit
Mission Press in Japan, of which the first Japanese metal movable types had been believed
as having been coined in Japan in 1590s, has revealed that the movable types were
produced in Europe in 1586 by the command of the "Tensho Delegation to Europe". This
explains the quite restricted usage of the Japanese KANJI characters as if they were
alphabets, because the movable types were made just the way as the Latin alphabets. This

discovery has been reported in several international academic conferences, as well as in an

international symposium on the history of printing and book production as an invited

presentation.
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