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This study attempts a multivariate approach to the collocation of gentleman in English prose texts in 18™
and 19" Centuries. By applying a stylo-statistical analysis model based on correspondence analysis to
the investigation of the collocation of the word gentleman, the present study visualizes the complex
interrelationships among gentleman’s collocates, interrelationships among texts, and the association
patterns between the gentleman’s collocates and texts in multi-dimensional spaces. By so doing, the
author illustrates how the collocational patterns of gentleman reflects a stylistic variation over time as
well as the stylistic fingerprint of the author.
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Table 1: Gentleman in ORCHIDS

tokens gentleman  Freq./million
Dickens 4,835,158 4,601 951.57
18th C 4,163,353 2,267 544.49
19th C 5,118,346 1,564 305.57
TOTAL 14,116,857 8,432
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* From Sinclair (1969) as reprinted in Sinclair et al.
(2004)
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Fig. 2: Correspondence Analysis of the collocates
of gentleman (378 collocates across 77 texts)
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Fig. 3: A galaxy of gentleman’s collocates:
Word-map of 378 collocates
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