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PREMA 8 (beta) was developed as software that allows users to use text from the Internet
for extensive and speed reading practice, and automatically records user data so that
learners and instructors can easily track progress. This software was further developed
into PREMA, a browser—type application, that displayed and recorded the difficulty level
of vocabulary, word count, and reading speed in words per minute just by highlighting
and clicking on target text on a homepage.
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This is IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English.

This was not 3 good week for Amencan economic news.
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24} Jb:Rescuing Fannie, Freddie as US Economy Faces "Numerous Difficulties’

Ben Bernanke gave his midyear report to Congress. The central bank chairman said "the
economy continues to face numerous difficulties.” These include ongoing pressures in
financial markets, falling house prices and a softening labor market. They also include
rising prices of oil and food.

Ben Bernanke told lawmakers that inflation is too high. He said a top priority of the
Federal Reserve is to bring it under control. He says that whether the economy is
technically in a recession or not, families clearly are facing hardship.

The Commerce Department said Americans spent less on cars, furniture and restaurant
meals last month as fuel prices rose.
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Anne Sullivan was not an ordinary teacher; she was a most extraordinary young woman.
She herself had been blind as a child. She had learned to read Braille, the alphabet of
raised dots developed by the Frenchman, Louis Braille. Eventually, after a series of
operations, Anne's eyesight was partially restored. The young teacher's greatest
qualification, however, was her sympathetic understanding of this child who had neither
sight nor hearing, coupled with a great determination to help her.

Miss Sullivan began by teaching Helen to spell certain words by the system called manual
spelling. She would tap the letters into Helen's hand, then place in her hand the article
that the word described. The first word Helen learned was "doll.” Helen described this
experience: "I was at once interested in this finger play and tried to imitate it. When I
finally succeeded in making the letters correctly... running downstairs to my mother, I held
up my hand and made the letters for doll. I did not know that I was spelling a word, or
even that words existed... In the days that followed I learned to spell in this

uncomprehending way a great many words . . . but my teacher had been with me for
several weeks before I understood that everything has a name."
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&R Which word did Helen first learn?
WARRS 12 Braille

RIRR 22 Suliivan

RIRR 32 dolt

RIRRY 42 hand
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