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Acquisition and Learning Processes of Negative Polarity Items and
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MRS OBEEE (J530) : We examined the effects of semantic and pragmatic factors on the derivation,
the interpretation, and the acquisition of sentences including negative polarity items and quantifiers.
Via experiments on adult native speakers of Japanese, we clarified statistically that semantic and
pragmatic factors such as proper contexts, relative clauses, etc. can make these sentences more
acceptable. As for the first language acquisition, we showed that Japanese-speaking young children
can acquire lexical numeral quantifiers earlier than pragmatically-derived ones, which contrasts with the
case of English-speaking young children. Also, as far as the second language acquisition is concerned,
after analyzing the results of experiments on adult L2 learners of Japanese statistically, we demonstrated
that semantic and pragmatic factors enhance the acceptability of sentences including negative polarity
items and quantifiers.
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