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The purpose of this research project is to analyze the meaning of the history of
mountain village development in modernization of Japan, using the data which collected by
field survey in Itsuki-mura, Kumamoto Prefecture.

As a result of examining the following four development works that were important in
the history of development of Itsuki-mura, 1) operation of the Itsuki copper mine, 2)
construction and operation of a hydroelectric power station, 3) a charcoal burning, 4) a dam
building plan , the following thing became clear.

The former development of a mountain village utilized the resources of the mountain
village, and has realized improvement of life and welfare. On the other hand, it became
clear that dam building program planned in the postwar period were hopeless plan for the
inhabitants of Itsuki-mura, because of sinking them into the water.

In conclusion, I can say that in the future development of a mountain village needs to

be made by the method to secure autonomy of village.
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