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A practical study on the community development approach focused on
a regional council of countermeasures for Children Requiring Aid to prevent child abuse
and neglect in local communities.

SUZUKI  AKIRA

We investigated the help-seeking behavior of senior high school students and adults when in need, and
discussed the function and role of community development approach focused on a regional council of
countermeasures for Children Requiring Aid (CRA) to prevent child abuse and neglect in local
communities. CRA consists of alocal government, child guidance center, relevant bodies, etc.

The results of this study showed that students identified themselves more weakly with communities
where they lived than adults. =Furthermore, compared to the adults, a higher percentage of students did
not seek help when they were in a difficult situation. The function and role of CRA were not influenced
by both regional population size and time elapsed after CRA establishment. However, CRA function
was influenced by the frequency of meeting with specialists working in thisfield.

Although after establishment of CRA the liaison with relevant bodies progressed, referrals of children
who were abused, neglected or suspected of being abused or neglected did not increase. This showed
that its difficult to discover and prevent adequately children requiring aid at the early stage of abuse
and/or neglect.
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