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Highly strained quinone—fused epoxy ketones were synthesized via 1, 3—dipolar
cycloaddition of diaryldiazomethanes with quinones followed by epoxidation. These
compounds underwent the acid—catalyzed epoxide ring cleavage associated with the
transannular cyclization of endo—m—aryl group to afford several new polycyclic
compounds. This synthetic strategy may be successfully applied for the other
small-ring fused quinones in view of building a library of new polycyclic compounds.
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