C-19

23 5 1
13601
C
2008 2010
20580261

Research on Improvements in the Weeding of Levee Slope of Terraced
Paddy Fields with Statutory Regulation of Cultural landscape

UCHIKAWA YOSHIYUKI
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A growing number of terraced paddy fields in Japan are being
conserved as cultural assets. This has meant that the task of weeding levee slope of these
terraced paddy fields has become increasingly important, because of the impact landscape,
vegetation and the surrounding environment. However, the steep gradient of the levee
slope and lack of footholds mean that the workability and safety associated with this
weeding work is problematic. In addition, in the event that an area has been designated as
a cultural asset, there are restrictions regarding how it can be modified and local farmers
are reluctant to change their traditional farming methods in such cases. This study
therefore sought to clarify the actual condition of the levee slope weeding work. Empirical
validations of potential measures for reforming the work environment were evaluated
based on the findings of this investigation. We demonstrated that it is possible to modify
current work practices while still maintaining and preserving the terraced paddy fields,
even in designated scenic locations. To improve the working environment for levee slope
weeding, we propose creating berms to serve as footholds at the toes of slopes.
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