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Canine distemper virus (CDV) was detected in the cerebrospinal fluid of dogs with
encephalitis. Sequence analysis revealed that the detected CDV was identical to the CDV
vaccine. Therefore, it was suggested that re-evaluation of the pathogenicity of CDV
vaccines may be needed. CDV was successfully isolated from two raccoon dogs captured in
the area where CDV was epidemic among wild animals. DNA homology between the
raccoon dogs CDV and the vaccine strain decreased to 86%, which implies careful
monitoring of CDV transmission from wild animals to dogs. Seroprevalence of CDV in cats
in the other CDV epidemic area revealed 12% of cats were positive for CDV antibody.
Considering the fact that cases of CDV infection from wild animals to large felids are also
reported, close attention to the transmission and clinical signs of CDV in cats would be
required.Genotype which differs from the field strain of canine distemper virus (CDV) was
detected in the cerebrospinal fluid of dogs with encephalitis. Detailed analysis revealed
that its DNA sequence was identical to that of certain CDV vaccine. Therefore, it was
suggested that re-evaluation of the pathogenicity of CDV vaccines may be needed. CDV
was successfully isolated from two raccoon dogs captured in the CDV-epidemic area of wild
animals. DNA homology of the raccoon dogs’ CDV and the vaccine strain was decreased to
86%, which implies careful monitoring of CDV infection from wild animals to dogs.
Measurement of antibody titer against CDV in cats from the same area revealed 12%
seroprevalence. Considering the fact that cases of CDV infection from wild animals to large
felids are also reported, close attention to the transmission and clinical signs of CDV in cats
would be required.
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