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SLURP-1 is a novel endogenous peptide with an allosteric agonistic
activity for a7 nAChR. Specific expression of SLURP-1 in the bronchial epithelial cells
was discovered by an immunohistochemical procedure. SLURP-1 expression in the lung
was significantly suppressed in mice with bronchial asthma. SLURP-1 modified
differentiation and cholinergic activity of T cells. These findings suggest that SLURP-1 is
involved in pathophysiology of asthma and regulation of immune function. We prepared
two different kinds of antibodies against human type SLURP-1 in guinea pigs and rabbits
in order to develop an ELISA for SLURP-1.
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