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We investigated whether individuals exposed to asbestos by living near asbestos-manufacturing plants
experienced increased asbestos related disease mortality in three areas. First cohort study showed that
lung cancer mortality was significantly increased among the highest exposure group of 502 households
living near a plant using annual several thousand tones of amosite and chrysotile from 1942 to 1991,
which suggests that neighborhood asbestos exposure can cause lung cancer. Second cohort study
showed that asbestos related disease mortalities were not increased among all exposure groups of 449
households living near a plant using annual 500 tones of chrysotile from 1914 to 2001. Difference
between the two findings may be caused by difference in amount and type of used ashestos. Third cohort
study showed that mesothelioma mortality was increased among men of 52 households living near a
plant using annual 3500 tones of chrysotile from 1954 to 1995 and annual 4700 tones of crocidolite from
1957 to 1975. This finding suggests that neighborhood asbestos exposure can cause mesothelioma.
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